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but judge from what they hear from others, and these
deeply prejudiced, are sure to form a very false estimate.
When speaking of our native Christians, I have the ad-
vantage of long and intimate acquaintance not only with
those of our own Mission, but with those of other missions
in Northern India, and I think I should understand
them better than many who have the most superficial
and partial knowledge of them, perkips do not know
them at all, and yet speak of them in depreciating terms.
I cannot speak of our native Christians, even of those
who have made great sacrifices, as possessing a lofty
character, as marked by signal excellence. We leara
from the Epistles of the Apostle Paul he found much
which was faulty in his converts, and we need not wonder
at the faults which are too manifest in ours. Is there
any home minister who is not tried by the conduct of
some of his people ? Is there any minister or missionary
who has not frequent reason to be dissatisfied with him-
self? Indian missionaries are sometimes sorely tried by
their converts. All around is a low moral tone. Slight,
inadequate views of sin prevail. Truthfulness is praised,
but little practised. Our people breathe a tainted atmo-
sphere, and by becoming Christians they do not escape
its deleterious effects. While these defects are frankly
acknowledged, truth enables me to state, without any
misgiving, there is much in our people which is very
estimable. Observe their daily life, go with them to their
respective businesses, and you will find them with few
exceptions diligently pursuing their vocation, and honour-
ably supporting .their families. See them at their homes;
you will be gladly welcomed, and you will generally find
them striving to have everything clean and tidy, and as
comfortable as their means permit You will find the